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SUBJECT: MOZAMBIQUE RAILROAD AND PORT BOTTLENECKS: U.S. 
CHROME SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
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PORT CONGESTION IN LOURENCO MARQUES IS CAUSING PROBLEMS 
FOR GROWING NUMBER OE U.S. CHROME IMPORTERS AS NOTED REF- 
TEL. CARL JOHNSON, CORNING GLASSWARE REPRESENTATIVE, IN- 
FORMED DEPARTMENT THAT A CORNING SUBSIDIARY AND SEVERAL 
OTHER U.S. FIRMS WERE ENCOUNTERING SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN OB- 
TAINING ESSENTIAL SHIPMENTS OF SOUTH AFRICAN CHROME ORE. 
CORNING SUBSIDIARY MANUFACTURES REERACTORY MATERIALS FOR 
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AFRICAN HIGH-QUALITY REFRACTORY GRADE CHROME ORE. SINCE 
CHROME ORE FROM OTHER SOURCES (E.G. PHILIPPINES) NOT SUIT- 
ABLE AS SUBSTITUTE, CORNING MUST RECEIVE REGULAR AND 
TIMELY SUPPLY OP ORE PROM SOUTH AFRICA IN ORDER TO CONTIN- 
UE PRODUCTION OF REFRACTORY MATERIALS. SHIPMENTS HAVE 
TRADITIONALLY PASSED FROM SOUTH AFRICA THROUGH PORT OF 
LOURENCO MARQUES. HOWEVER, DELAYS UP TO 30 DAYS NOW BEING 
ENCOUNTERED IN LOADING SHIPS AT LOURENCO MARQUES AND THIS 
IS IMPOSING CRITICAL SUPPLY PROBLEMS ON U.S. IMPORTERS. 
CONSEQUENTLY, ACCORDING TO JOHNSON, INTERESTED U.S. COM- 
PANIES ARE ASKING SOUTH APRICAN GOVERNMENT TO ASSIST IN 
FOLLOWING MANNER: 

1 . ALLOCATE ADDITIONAL RAILROAD FREIGHT CARS POR CHROME 
ORE HAULING; 

2. ALLOW CHROME ORE TO BE SHIPPED PROM PORT OF DURBAN; 

3. DETERMINE WHETHER PORT ELIZABETH IRON ORE BULK-HAND- 
LING FACILITIES CAN BE USED TO LOAD CHROME ORE AS WELL; 

4. SEEK APPROVAL OP MOZAMBICAN AUTHORITIES FOR USE OP 
MAIN WHARF AT LOURENCO MARQUES FOR LOADING CHROME ORE. 

FRANK CHAPMAN, REPRESENTATIVE OF CORNING SUBSIDIARY, WILL 
BE VISITING SOUTH AFRICA WEEK OF JANUARY 20 FOR DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH SAG OFFICIALS AND WILL KEEP POSTS INFORMED. 
CORNING NOT RPT NOT PRESENTLY SEEKING ANY ASSISTANCE 
FROM POSTS. KISSINGER 
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